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	July 28, 2008


	Dear Interested Party:
	


This letter initiates the scoping for the A12 Project on the Goosenest Ranger District of the Klamath National Forest.  I encourage your participation in this planning process.  This letter includes: the purpose and need for action, a description of the proposed action, the input requested, the proposed project map, and other information.

Purpose and Need for Action
The purpose of the A12 Project is to reduce hazardous fuels on Forest Service land adjacent to the Mount Shasta Vista subdivision. There is a need to protect this community while improving ecological values and diversity.  This project will improve the landscape by reducing trees and brush that could cause a catastrophic wildfire. By reducing fuels, firefighters have a greater ability to stop wildfire while maximizing their personal safety.  Fuels reduction increases the opportunity to save lives and property in the event of a wildfire. This fuels reduction project will improve diversity and ecosystem health by restoring natural historic character to the landscape.

Fire has been the most dominant force in shaping vegetative patterns on the forest. Fire provides natural regeneration of grasses, forbs, and shrubs. Fire also improves tree stand density and stocking levels. Due to decades of suppression and the absence of fire, the accumulation of woody materials has created a hazardous fuels issue.  Using computer analyses and observing past wildfire occurrence, it has been identified that a substantial risk for catastrophic wildfire could occur.  A high intensity wildfire would threaten the public’s safety and their property within the Mt. Shasta Vista subdivision. High intensity wildfire could cause significant damage to Forest Service lands, thereby degrading diversity and ecosystem health.

Proposed Action
The Goosenest Ranger District proposes to reduce hazardous accumulations of brush on approximately 3,960 acres of Forest Service land. These lands are adjacent to and within the Mt. Shasta Vista Subdivision. To accomplish the fuels reduction, mowing with lightweight tracked vehicles in more accessible areas coupled with hand cutting, piling and burning in other areas will be used.  Low intensity underburning in appropriate locations could also be used.  Burning and mowing heavy brush will enhance diversity while improving winter range and forage.

Juniper would be reduced by approximately one-third overall. The following treatments may be used to accomplish the juniper reduction:
· Commercial chipping

· Non-commercial chipping

· Commercial firewood harvest

· Personal firewood harvest

· Cutting, piling, and burning

· Lop and scatter  

· Fuel-break construction 
Diseased and overcrowded juniper would be selected for removal, leaving large legacy trees and the infrequent ponderosa pine. This will remove available fuels that would contribute to catastrophic wildfire. The desired conditions resulting from these treatments would be a reduction of high intensity wildfire. 
To accomplish this fuels reduction project, the private road system within the Mt. Shasta Vista Subdivision will need to be used. These subdivision roads allow the best access into forest lands. A temporary road right-away will be requested to gain access to this road system. Fuel breaks will be constructed along forest system roads. Non-forest system roads will be integrated as fuel breaks. 

All resource values identified in the project area will be protected as follows: 

· Archaeological sites will be flagged and avoided. 

· Caves, their associated features and sensitive species concerns in the area will be buffered from project activity.  

· The portion of Whitney Creek within the project area will have no equipment work or disturbance within specified boundaries.  

· Visual Quality Objective will be maintained to “perpetuate ecologically established landscape character.” 
· Winter range will be maintained and improved by this project.
The proposed project is located in T43N, R04W, sections 8, 14, 15, 18, 20, 24, 26, 32, 34, and 36.  Refer to the enclosed map.
Decision To Be Made
The decision to be made is whether or not to treat these lands as identified in this proposal.

Management Direction
The Klamath National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (LMP) sets a forest-wide goal to:

· Reintroduce fire into the environment through prescribed natural fire, where forest ecosystems evolved under the influence of wildfires. 
· Reduce unacceptable fuel buildups and potential acreage of future high intensity wildfires. 

· Develop management and protection strategies for inter-mixed state and private forest lands.

The proposed project lies within Winter Range and Retention Visual Quality Objective Management Areas.  It also contains a Riparian Reserve at Whitney Creek.  The LMP states the goal of managing Winter Range for a status that provides optimum big game winter forage and cover values.  Retention Visual Quality Objective goals seek to maintain the areas in a natural or natural-appearing condition while also maintaining stand health, resilience to fire, insects, disease or other damage.  Riparian Reserves will maintain and restore riparian-dependent structures and functions of intermittent streams.
Requested Input
If you would like more information, or would like to receive subsequent mailings for this project please notify the team leader, Marcus Nova at 37805 Hwy 97, Macdoel, CA 96058. You can contact him by phone or email as well:  (530) 398-5727, mnova@fs.fed.us.  Input received by August 15th, 2008 assures my consideration in reaching a decision on this project. All input received during project planning is a matter of public record. All names and addresses of participants cannot be kept confidential.
I appreciate your interest in the Goosenest Ranger District.

Laura Allen

District Ranger

Enclosure
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