
 

 
KLAMATH NATIONAL FOREST 

PERSONAL USE FIREWOOD CONDITIONS  
 

These Conditions and Attachments are part of your Personal Use Firewood Permit. 
 

THE ATTACHED MAPS ARE INTENDED TO BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
KLAMATH NATIONAL FOREST MAP.  
 
In order to get the most out of your woodcutting trip, it is important that you review and become familiar with the terms of 
your Permit prior to cutting.  If you have questions about any terms or conditions, please contact the District you plan to 
visit.  Each permittee shall read all conditions pertaining to this permit prior to cutting fuelwood.  IT IS THE PERMITTEE'S 
RESPONSIBILITY TO OBTAIN THE CORRECT MAP FOR THE AREA IN WHICH WOODCUTTING IS CONDUCTED. 

A. FORESTWIDE RESOURCE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS 

1.  CUTTING CONDITIONS:  This permit authorizes cutting and removal of firewood only from Klamath National 
Forest land, with the following conditions, unless otherwise posted.   

A.  No woodcutting in areas posted "Firewood Cutting Prohibited" or "Woodcutting by Special Permit", 
similar signs, special prohibited areas, or in signed areas of active logging or other commercial 
operations.  Do not cut trees marked for harvest. 

B.  No cutting of any tree or snag that is marked in any manner, including paint marks, "WILDLIFE", "L" (for 
leave tree), "W" (for wildlife tree), "SAVE", or that is posted with a "Wildlife Tree" sign.  A snag is a 
standing dead tree. Firewood is defined as dead and down material. 

C.  No woodcutting in campgrounds, picnic areas, or administrative sites.  

D.  No felling of trees within 250 feet of oiled or paved State or County highways. 

E.  No woodcutting of any kind within 350 feet of rivers, year-round streams, lakes, or natural ponds.  

F.  All limbs and debris must be cut and scattered to a depth of no more than 24 inches and not longer than 
4 feet.  No material will be left on roadways, ditches, culverts, or drainages. 

G.  This permit does not authorize cutting firewood on PRIVATE LAND.  It is the permittee's responsibility 
to determine ownership of the land before cutting. 

H.  All trees and limbs are to be utilized down to 3 inches in diameter. 

I.   Cedar may not be removed in lengths exceeding 20 inches.  All other species may be removed in 
lengths up to 6 feet. 

2.  GENERAL FIREWOOD CUTTING AREAS:  This permit authorizes cutting and removal of firewood only from 
Klamath National Forest land, with the following conditions.  

A.  No cutting of standing trees (live or dead) unless specifically designated or authorized by District 
Specific Cutting Conditions listed below. 

B.  Dead and down firewood may be cut in General Firewood Cutting Areas year-round. 

3.  RESTRICTED FIREWOOD CUTTING AREAS: 

A.  No standing trees (live or dead) may be cut in the Restricted Firewood Cutting Areas (Late 
Successional Reserves, Road Management Areas, or the Butte Valley National Grasslands). 

B.  Late Successional Reserves - Firewood (dead and down) may be cut in from August 1 to January 31.  
No firewood cutting is permitted in these areas outside of these dates. 

C.  Road Management Areas (Goosenest Ranger District only) - firewood (dead, down, and Lodgepole 
snags) may be cut from April 1 to August 14 within 100 feet of an Open Designated Forest System 
Road (green arrowed roads).  No firewood cutting outside of these dates. 

4.  FIRE PREVENTION PRECAUTIONS: Firewood cutting restriction information can be obtained at any Forest 
Service Office.  Fire Danger Rating and/or Firewood Cutting signs are displayed at most District Offices and 
Fire Outstations on the Forest. 

 Woodcutting allowed all day  =  YES or LOW, MEDIUM, HIGH Fire Danger rating 

 Woodcutting until 1:00 pm  =  YES or VERY HIGH Fire Danger rating 

 No woodcutting  =  NO or EXTREME Fire Danger Rating 

It is the responsibility of permittee to check and be aware of the firewood cutting status in effect.  You may 
phone 841-4588 to get this information or via the Internet at www.r5.fs.fed.us/klamath/mgmt/fire/indicies.htm.  For 
woodcutting in Happy Camp and Salmon River, listen to the west zone danger rating; for Scott River and Oak 
Knoll, listen to the central zone; and for Goosenest, listen to the east zone.  Fire prevention ratings are updated by 
5 pm for the next day.  Woodcutters shall have an USDA, Forest Service approved spark arrester and fire 
extinguisher or a serviceable shovel not less than 46 inches in length within 25 feet of woodcutting area. Check 
woodcutting site for any smoldering fire and extinguish before leaving.  

5.  OTHER RESOURCES: Permittee shall ensure protection of vegetation, soils, wetlands, or other resources 
during woodcutting activities. 

6.  CLEAN UP: Remove all litter such as cans, rags, paper, and beverage containers. 

B. DISTRICT SPECIFIC CUTTING CONDITIONS 

In addition to the Forestwide Resource Protection Requirements, the following specific terms apply to 
woodcutting on the various Districts of the Klamath National Forest. 

1. GOOSENEST 

A.  Green junipers* up to 30 inches in diameter at stump height (12 inches) may be cut outside of the Butte 
Valley National Grasslands.. 

B.  Lodgepole snags may be cut outside of Late Successional Reserves (see Section 3 RESTRICTED 
FIREWOOD CUTTING AREAS), subsections A and B. 

C.  Outside of “Restricted Firewood Cutting Areas “ vehicles may leave the roadbed up to 100 feet from 
signed system roads to load firewood, provided no damage is done to vegetation, soils, wetlands, or other 
resources. 

D.  Within Road Management Areas, vehicles may leave the roadbed within 100 feet of an Open Designated 
Forest System Road to collect firewood from April 1 through August 14  

2. HAPPY CAMP  

A. Snags or green hardwoods may be cut in General Firewood Cutting Areas only. 

3. OAK KNOLL 

A.   Snags or green hardwoods may be cut, with the exception of B and C  below,  in General Firewood 
Cutting Areas only. 
 
B.  Green hardwoods may not be cut in the area that is both south of the Klamath River and east of the 
Scott River. 
 
C.  Only green hardwoods smaller than 18 inches in diameter may be cut in the area that is both north of the 
Klamath River and east of Seiad Creek. 

4. SALMON RIVER 

A. Snags or green hardwoods may be cut in General Firewood Cutting Areas only. 

5. SCOTT RIVER  

A. Snag cutting is not allowed within 1/4 mile of the lower Scott River (Jones Beach to Klamath River). 

B. Snags may be cut in General Firewood Cutting Areas only. 

PERSONAL USE FIREWOOD CONDITIONS (Continued) 

 

  

 Snag  Down material 

* Juniper trees are distinguishable by the following traits: 
Needles:  Combination of scale-like and awl-like on most branches; back of each needle has 

a white or clear resin dot. 
Fruit:  Small, round, blue “berry” 
Bark:  Thin, reddish-brown, and fibrous or scaly.  

C. ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

1.  ANNUAL PERSONAL USE LIMIT:  An individual or combination of members of a household is allowed up to 
twelve cords during a permit year (January 1--December 31).   Personal Use fuelwood gathering requires a 
permit.  The basic fee is $5 per cord; the minimum permit charge is $20.00 for a four-cord permit.  Not intended 
for commercial resale. 

2.  LOAD TICKETS & ATTACHMENTS:  Permit, load tickets, and attachments must be in your possession while 
cutting and transporting firewood.  Permittee shall present these upon request of any Forest Officer or Peace 
Officer. 

3.  LOAD TICKET VALIDATION INSTRUCTIONS:   

(A) One load ticket shall be used for each 1/4 cord or portion thereof hauled;  

(B)  Load ticket will be prominently displayed to the rear of the load and placed there prior to moving from the site;  

(C)  Load ticket shall be clearly punched as to the date and time of transportation and shall not be re-used.  

4.  THIRD PARTY:  Firewood obtained under this permit shall be cut and removed personally by the permittee unless 
written authorization has been granted by the Forest Service for a third party to cut and haul firewood for the 
permittee's personal use. This permit and the written third party authorization to cut must be in the cutter's 
possession at all times when cutting or transporting wood obtained under this permit.  

5. EXCHANGE LOAD TICKETS:  No exchange of load tickets will be made on the Klamath National Forest. 

6. COMMERCIAL FIREWOOD:  If you wish to conduct commercial woodcutting activities contact your local District 
Office.  

FAILURE TO ABIDE BY THE CONDITIONS OF THIS PERMIT RENDERS IT NULL AND 
VOID AND MAY RESULT IN CIVIL AND/OR CRIMINAL PROSECUTION. 

 

 
 
 

Thanks for being Fire Safe!!! 

D. FOREST OFFICES 

Ranger District and Supervisors Office hours are 8:00 AM--4:30 PM. 
 

Klamath National Forest Supervisor's Office 
1312 Fairlane Road 
Yreka, CA  96097 
(530) 842-6131 
(TDD) (530) 841-4573 

Goosenest Ranger District 
37805 Highway 97 
Macdoel, CA  96058 
(530) 398-4391 
(TDD) (530) 398-5744 

Happy Camp Ranger District  
63822 Highway 96 
Happy Camp, CA  96039 
(530) 493-2243 
(TDD) (530) 493-1777 

Oak Knoll Work Center 
538 Oak Knoll  
Klamath River, CA  96050 
(530) 465-1510 
Permits may be available seasonally. 

Salmon River & Scott River Ranger Districts 
11263 N. Highway 3 
Fort Jones, CA  96032 
(530) 468-5351 
(TDD) (530) 468-1298 

 

 

Any Emergency Call - 911 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). 
 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

 


